Zamoyski was the most powerful single factor in the
election of Henry of Valois, securing this result by
taking power out of the hands of the magnates and
the Senate and conferring it on the gentry as a whole.

When Henry deserted Poland to become king of
France, Zamoyski secured the election of Stefan
Batory and later became both his chancellor and the
head of the army. At Batory's death Zamoyski
brought about the election of Zygmunt III, for which,
indeed, he receives no praise, for this, king was an
unhappy choice, a thing Zamoyski saw the very day
of the coronation.

One of Zamoyski's most constructive acts was the
founding in 1580 of the model town of Zamosc, where
he built his noted academy, now a government
secondary school. He wrote a Latin grammar for its
students and, when he took the field at the head of
the army, he had the exercises of the Latin classes
sent him for correction.

No man of his day did more to encourage learning,
no man in public life exhibited more noble Christian
character, none so used his private wealth for the
welfare of the nation. His permanent memorials are
his great name and fame, the city he founded, the
Zamoyski Library in Warsaw, his correspondence in
three volumes, and five more as yet unpublished, and
the numerous books and pamphlets and articles deal-
ing with the many phases of his life and work and
character.